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Installation

Simply unzip all files from Zip File to folder you want to use for my program. 

1. How to use VHFCtest4Win

VHFCtest4Win is based on Robi-S53WW’s VHFCtest. I have tried to use similar or same shortcuts and commands and have added some new one. 

To run my program all you need is to run VHFCtest4Win from its directory. You will get program window like this 
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First off all you will have to start a new contest. You do so by selecting file->new.

You now have standard windows dialog for saving files. Just enter desired name like 7NOBJun03. Now program let’s you enter user information. See all of three tabs: Contest information, Responsible operator info and Band info for used bands and equipment. You should at least enter call sign used and World Wide Locator (UL/QRA) under WWL used in Contest information tab. Then check which band you used under Band info. Now you can start entering QSO’s in log.

1.1. Call field

You have set up you configuration and are ready to log some QSO’s. Yes?

Ok. First off all you would like to have cursor in call entry field. Just press “ESC”.

· “ESC” is your friend. “ESC” key brings you to call field anywhere and anytime where you are in my program. Isn’t that cool or what? 

· Note: By pressing “ESC” in dialogs you have no guarantee that some settings will be changed. 

Ok. Now we are in call field right? Now start entering a call. When at least two characters are in call, locator(s) and QTF are displayed. If you have visible partial call window, partial calls are also displayed.

When entered call that is in database, QRV is displayed. 

1.2. RST field

You can move to RST sent field with “,” – comma or RST received with “.” – dot.

Note: Learn how changing RST works! 

There are several possibilities for entering RST. I will describe basic one: 

· First one is that you press any number from 1 to 9. You will see that S is changed. Now if you press any number again, “S” will go to “R” if “S” was number from 1 to 5, otherwise only “S” will change.

· Pressing ‘A’ for aurora or ‘R’ for rain scatter or ‘S’ for scatter will put those characters under “T”.

1.3. Received QSO number field

All numbers can be entered either with leading zero or without. Number is limited to four digits. Any number with more than four digits will be shortened. 

Example: you have typed 204 and want to have 104. You can move with arrow keys, delete 1 and correct 1 to 2 or just type 0104.

1.4. Received WWL field

When you enter Received WWL field there are already first two letters of locator ex. “JN” in it you can change this under Options->General->Default UL. Now if you enter any letter, last letter will jump to first place and your letter will go to second place. Field is designed so that you shouldn’t type wrong locator except incomplete one. You can replace any letter of locator with ‘?’ for incomplete one.

By pressing ‘-’ in WWL field when valid locator is typed you can search calls by locator. It’s very useful when you only hear part of a call and it’s locator.

1.5. Data Entry and Edit

You can move between input fields with “space bar”, “tab” or “Return” key.

“Return” key will insert your QSO to log if you have all necessary input fields full.

You can reset input fields with F11 or Alt+W.

When you are in call field, you can list trough log with mouse wheel, clicking on scroll bar or “Page Up”, “Page Down”, Ctrl+”Home”and Ctrl+End” key combinations.  You can quickly jump to end of log just by typing call sign.

If there is no Received QSO number, then number is set to 0 as well as QRB.

If you didn’t receive locator, then you can replace missing characters with “?”.

You can change default first two letters of locator in Options->Default UL.

When entered complete Locator, QRB and QTF are calculated.

Sent or received RST can be changed with "," and “.”

You can add a note to QSO with Alt+N. Notes are visible when listing trough log and 

Comment will apply to last inserted QSO.

You can edit QSO if you double click on it in log window or pressing ALT+E and entering QSO number.

Window descriptions

1.6. Entry window
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	Input fields
	Input fields are all white rounded squares those are fields

	QSO history
	You can double click in QSO history to edit QSO


Input fields: Also see input fields description in chapter 2.

	Date
	Date is being set by system date or manually on Post-contest mode by double clicking on Time field.

	Operator
	Set current operator in multi op. teams with entering “OPON” as Call Sign.

	Band
	You can change band selecting it with mouse or pressing Alt+B, or typing “QSY” as Call Sign or by changing band on your RIG, if you have CAT system activated.

	Time
	Time in GMT is calculated from system time and regional settings. If you are entering QSO’s after contest enter “POSTCONTEST” as Call Sign and you will be able to change it. You will be also able to change date by double-clicking in Time field.

	CallSign
	By entering various shortcuts in this field you can type various short-cut commands such as “QSY”, “OPON” etc. See shortcuts section.

	Sent RS(T)
	You can get into this field by pressing “,”-comma

	Sent QSO number
	Number will auto increase after posting QSO

	Received RS(T)
	You can get into this field by pressing “.”-comma

	Mode
	You can change mode selecting it with mouse or pressing Alt+M or by changing mode on your RIG, if you have CAT system activated.

	Received WW locator
	If station was found in log or in library, you can set locator by pressing “down” key.

	QRB & QTF 
	They calculate automatically based on entered WW locator and WWL used set in Settings->user data


	CallSign and WWL used
	Set Call Sign you are using in Settings->user data

	Short statistics
	Short statistics is calculated after posting QSO in log.


	QRV
	If station is found in Lib/Log, QRV is displayed. If QRV for some band is coloured Red, station was already worked on that band.

	Selected input
	There is special background color when input field is active. You can set it under Settings->Options->General

	In lib WWL’s
	If station is found in Lib/Log,  WWL’s are displayed. You can click on them to set Received WWL locator field.


	CAT frequency
	CAT frequency is being from your RIG via CAT protocol. You can also set frequency by typing it as Call Sign example: “144300”


	Rearrange input fields
	You can rearrange order of input fields by clicking column title and dragging it to left or right.

	Resize input field - width
	Click between column titles to adjust column and input field width by dragging it left or right. (You will see drag cursor)

	Resize input field - height
	Click and drag between input fields and QSO history to enlarge input fields font.  (You will see drag cursor)


CW/Voice Keying 

1.7. CW Keying

You can set up CW keying trough standard serial (COM) or parallel (LPT) ports. See Settings->port setup.

Keys from F1 to F10 are reserved for sending CW messages. You can set up CW messages by pressing Shift + Desired F-Key or by setting text in View-CW/SSB keyer.

You can increase CW speed with “Up” or Alt+U and decrease it with “Down” Alt+S.

You can also send CW from keyboard by pressing Alt+K and typing message in special window, which pops up. You exit from CW from keyboard mode by pressing “Return” or “Escape” key.

You can tune your transceiver/linear with key down  Alt+T.

Program can auto repeat CQ message (only F1!) if you check Repeat box in CW/Voice keyer status or press Alt+R to toggle repeat ON/OFF.

1.8. Voice Keying

You can connect your station with sound blaster with standard interface cable for voice keyer operation. PTT keying is done via port specified for CW keyer.

You can record your messages with Shift+F1 to F10 and playback messages with F1 to F10. 

Program can auto repeat CQ message (only F1!) if you check Repeat box in CW/Voice keyer status or press Alt+R to toggle repeat ON/OFF.

CAT – Computer Aided Transciever

Importing and exporting data

1.9. Importing from *.EDI (Electronic data interchange)

You should have 

1.10. Exporting to *.EDI (Electronic data interchange)

By clicking Import/Export->Export to EDI program will create you standard EDI file based on data you’ve typed under View->User data.

1.11. Exporting contest report

You can click on Import/Export->Contest report and program will generate you simple report for publishing it on packet radio or somewhere else.

1.12. Exporting notes

Import/Export->Notes, will export notes entered with Alt+N.
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